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Front Cover: N460 hauls the 15 40 up Leongatha pass. near Bena on Sat.12.12.87. 


Opposite: T384 grinds slowly up the 1 in 110 Clyde bank with No.9482 up sand train from Koala Siding, near Lang Lang, 
to Dandenong and Spotswood at 16 25 on Wed.30.12.87. (Both photos Bryce Leydon) 
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V/Line Carriage Working October 1987 


The accompanying roster was adopted in August 1987 
with the alterations to services on the Bendigo line. It 
was modified to include the time changes of the 
Sun.11.10.87 timetable, but the pattern of set utilisa- 
tion did not alter. 

Unlike previous Newsrail rosters, this has been split 
into five columns, necessitated by the number of varia- 
tions on Mondays and Fridays. Part of this is caused by 
the Mildura’ line alterations. Because the arrival Vine- 
lander cannot form a morning peak working, the Mon- 
day roster must allow for the loss of a 4-car set in the 
morning peak. This leads to the 07 07 arrival on Mon- 
days being a 3-car Z set (normally an N set), and the 
07 31 arrival being an N set (normally a 4-car Z set). 
Also on Mondays the 07 31 arrival forms the 07 55 
Dimboola — an efficiently tight turnaround. In 
general, the new roster allows much longer tur- 
narounds than were used in the pioneering days of the 
new-style service. One interesting roster is 5, with suc- 
cessive turnarounds of 24, 17, 21, 30, 25 and 20 
minutes, then a 13-minute transit through Spencer St 
to Traralgon. Another tight turnaround occurs on 
Mondays: the 08 22 arrival from Ballarat forms the 
08 50 Ballarat. 

To save space, the 3-letter codes are used for 
stations: 


ALY Albury LGA _ Leongatha 
BAL Ballarat MDA Mildura 

BDE Bairnsdale SAL Sale 

BGO Bendigo SBY Sunbury 
BMH Bacchus Marsh SEY Seymour 
COB’ Cobram SGL_ South Geelong 
DIM _ _Dimboola SSS Spencer St 
FKN Frankston SWH_ Swan Hill 
FSS Flinders St TGN Traralgon 
GLG_ Geelong WNB_ Warrnambool 
KYN_ Kyneton 
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Roderick Smith 


V/Line Carriage Working — as at Sun.11.10.1987 
Sets used are: 


1-16 ACN-BRN-BN 

17 CP-AK-BKL-BK-BK 

18 CP-AE-BE-BE-BE 

21-24 ACZ-BRS-BS-BS-BS 

25,26 ACZ-BRS-BZ-BZ 

27,28 ACZ-BRS-BZ 

30-32 DERM 

37-39 DRC-MTH 

40-45 | BCH-BH-BTH (Short) 

47 BCH-BTH-BCH-BTH (Short) 

48 BCH-BH-BH-BTH (Short) 

50 BCH-BH-BH-BTH (3 long cars and 1 short 
BH car) 

51 BCH-BH-BTH (Long, the Socimi set) 

Spare sets are: 

SP1 ACN-BRN-BN 

SP2 ACN-BRN-BN 

SP3 ACN-BRN-BN 

SP4 ACZ-BRS-BZ-BS 

SP5 BCH-BH-BTH (Short) 

SP6 BCH-BH-BTH (Short) 

DP7 DRC-MTH 

DP8 DERM 


The times shown below are the arrival or departure | 
times at Spencer St and the place shown is the origin or 

destination station, e.g., 12 00 GLG 14 41 tells us that 

the train left Spencer St at 1200 for Geelong and | 
arrived back again at 14 41. A timing bold printed indi- 

cates that the set is coupled to another set for that 

journey. An asterisk denotes an empty working. 


P12 brings the 07 00 up Leongatha pass. through Jeetho on | 
Sat.31.10.87. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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The number enclosed with [] is the next day’s run number for the particular set. 
An ‘F’ beside a time indicates a time at Flinders St. 


X indicates a working to Spencer St. 


N472 and X47 wait in the siding at Dunolly with the 0010 up Mildura goods as N454 overtakes on the up 
Sunraysia. 14 46, Wed.9.9.87. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


re pe es ead 


RUN MONDAY TUES.-THURS. FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
1 COB 09 26 COB 09 26 COB 09 26 GLG 08 40 GLG 09 06 
N 1200 GLG 144 1200 GLG 1441 1200 GLG 1441 0900 GLG 1130 0935 GLG 1306 
1550 BGO 2044 1711 SGL [3] 1800 WNB [7] 1200 GLG 1435 1410 GLG 1706 
2230 GLG [5 1500 GLG 1730 1900 BDE [9] 
1810 COB [10] 
2 DIM 1120 DIM 1120 DIM 1120 DIM 1120 AT DIM 
N 1210 ALY 1957 1210 ALY 1957 1210 ALY 1957 1225 BGO 1910 NOT REQUIRED 
2330 GLG [9 2330 GLG 9] 2030 GLG [6] [12] [2] 
3 SGL 0748 SGL 0748 SGL 0748 COB 1110 BAL 1035 
N 1440 SGL 1724 0910 COB 1706 0910 COB 1706 1228 TGN 1924 1315 BAL 18 26 
1815 COB fl 1747 BAL [4] 1747 BAL [4] 2330 GLG [4] 1925 BAL [4] 
4 BAL 09 26 BAL 09 26 BAL 09 26 BAL 09 25 GLG 1106 
N 1225 BGO 1700 1225 BGO 1700 1225 BGO 1700 1000 GLG 1235 1135 GLG 1506 
1745 SWH_ [6 1745 SWH [6] 1745 SWH [8] 1300 GLG 1530 1605 GLG 1830 
1755 DIM (2] 2120* GLG [12] 
5 GLG 06 30 GLG 06 30 GLG 06 30 GLG 0740 0950 ALY 2039 
N 0654 SGL 0939 0654 SGL 0939 0654 SGL 0939 0836 BDE 1720 2130 GLG [10] 
1000 GLG 1235 1000 GLG 1235 1000 GLG 1235 1805 BDE [9] 
1300 GLG 1530 1300 GLG 1530 1300 GLG 1530 
1543 TGN [13] 1543 TGN [13] 1543 TGN [12] 
6 SWH 1102 SWH 1102 SWH 1102 GLG 06 35 0950 ALY 2039 
N 1240 WNB 2055 1240 WNB 2055 1240 WNB 2055 0755 DIM 1833 2130 GLG [11] 
2130 GLG [16] 2130 GLG [16] 2130 GLG [1] 1900 GLG [1] 
7 GLG 0742 GLG 0742 GLG 0742 AT WNB WNB 20 12 
N 0828 BGO 1305 0828 BGO 1305 0828 BGO 1305 NOT 2050 GLG [8] 
1640 SGL [8] 1640 SGL [8] 1640 SGL 1912* REQUIRED 
2020 BGO [15] (7] 
8 GLG 0742 GLG 0742 GLG 0742 SWH 1100 WNB 20 12 
N 0810 ALY 1610 0810 ALY 1610 0810 ALY 1610 1230 BAL 1625 2050 GLG 7] 
1711 SGL [1 1711 SGL [11] 1800 WNB [9] 1825 WNB [8] 
9 BDE 1002 SGL 08 14 SGL 0814 WNB 10 10 BDE 2122 
N 1711 SGL B 1440 SGL 1724 1440 SGL 1724 1400 GLG 1635 2245 GLG [3] 
1815 COB [i] 1815 COB [3] 1700 GLG 19 30 
10 SGL 0814 SGL 0814 SGL 0814 0810 ALY 1945 COB 2002 
N 0910 COB 1706 1735 DIM [2] 1735 DIM [2] [5] 2120* GLG [16] 
1747 BAL [4] 
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RUN MONDAY TUES.-THURS. FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
11 SGL 0814 SGL 0748 SGL 0748 AT ALY AT SWH 
N 0855 WNB 15 37 0855 WNB 1537 0855 WNB 1537 NOT REQUIRED NOT REQUIRED 
1615 BAL 2047 1615 BAL 2047 1615 BAL 2047 (16] (6] 
2330 GLG [10] 2330 GLG [10] [10] 
12 SGL 0851 SGL 0851 SGL 0851 TGN 1230 1805 COB [l] 
N 1735 DIM [2] 1550 BGO 2044 1550 BGO 2044 1716 TGN [14] 
2230 GLG [5] [16] 
13 TGN 08 25F TGN 08 25F TGN 08 25F TGN 08 40 TGN 1042 
N 0930 TGN 1613F 0930 TGN 1613F 0930 TGN 1613F 0910 COB 1748 1700 TGN [13] 
1659F TGN [15] 1659F TGN [15] 1659F TGN [14] 1815 BAL [3] 
14 TGN 09 09F TGN 09 09F TGN 09 09F AT TGN AT TGN 
N 0918F X 09.22 0918F X 0922 0918F X 0922 NOT REQUIRED NOT REQUIRED 
1640 SGL_ [7] 1640 SGL [7] 1640 SGL 1912* (13] (14] 
1955 ALY [Il 
15 TGN 1108 TGN 1108 TGN 1108 AT BGO BGO 1010 
N 1234 SAL 1917 1234 SAL 1917 1234 SAL 1917 NOT REQUIRED 1700 TGN [15] 
1955 TGN [14] 1955 TGN [14] 1955 TGN [13 {15] 
16 SGL 0731 SGL 0707 SGL 0707 0835 WNB 1603 ALY 18 40 
N 0755 DIM 1835 0755 DIM 1835 0755 DIM 1835 1810 SWH [11] 2120* GLG [5] 
1915 GLG [12] 1915 GLG [12] 1915 GLG 2205 
2330 GLG [5 
17 BMH 08 17 BMH 08 17 BMH 08 17 AT BMH AT BMH 
K 1620 BMH [17] 1620 BMH [17] 0905 SGL 1135 NOT REQUIRED NOT REQUIRED 
1620 BMH [17 {17] {17] 
18 BAL 08 22 0545 SGL 0835 0545 SGL 0835 0700 GLG 0935 1615 BAL [18] 
E 0850 BAL 1320 0905 SGL 1135 1400 SGL 1647 [18] 
1400 SGL 1647 1400 SGL 1647 1741 SGL 2032 
1741 SGL 2032 1741 SGL 2032 {18 
{18] 18] 
21 BGO 0905 BGO 09 05 BGO 0905 BGO 0905 0920 BDE 1823 
5S 0911 FSS 1031 0911 FSS 1031 0911 FSS 1031 (21] 1855 WNB [23] 
1215 BAL 1628 1215 BAL 1628 1215 BAL 1628 
1800 WNB [23] 1800 WNB [23] 1711 SGL 2150* 
2230 GLG [24 
22 ALY 1005 ALY 1005 ALY 1005 ALY 1005 ALY 1043 
5S 1100 GLG 1330 1100 GLG 1330 1100 GLG 1330 1750 ALY [22] 1805 ALY [22] 
1656 GLG 1930 1656 GLG 1930 1656 GLG 1930 
2005 BAL [24] 2005 BAL [24 2005 BAL [23 
23 WNB 10 10 WNB 10 10 WNB 10 10 BAL 13 32 0930 DIM 2030 
5S 1715 ALY [22] 1715 ALY [22 1715 ALY [22 1830 BGO [24] [24] 
24 0545 SGL 08 35 BAL 08 22 BAL 08 22 GLG 06 35 BGO 1915 
5S 0905 SGL 1135 0850 BAL 1320 0850 BAL 1320 0835 BGO 1305 1945 BGO [21] 
1520 SGL 1755 1520 SGL 1755 1520 SGL 1755 (23] 
1830 BGO [21] 1830 BGO [21 1830 BGO [21 
25 SGL 0748 SGL 073 SGL 073 BDE 1001 FORM 
4Z 0840 BDE 1730 0840 BDE 1730 0840 BDE 1730 1100 GLG 1330 2145 
1805 BDE_ [26] 1805 BDE [26 1805 BDE [25 1600 GLG 1835 EX MDA 
(26] [26] 
26 MDA 0717 BDE 1002 BDE 1002 AT MDA 0935 SWH 2115 
4Z 1600 SGL 1846 1600 SGL 1846 1600 SGL 1846 NOT REQUIRED 2245 GLG [25] 
2030 GLG [25] 2030 GLG [25 2115 MDA [26] [25] 
27 SGL 0707 0830 MDA TuWO MDA 0717 MDA 0715 AT GLG 
3Z 0830 MDA [28] 2115 MDA ThO 1440 SGL 1724 1800 GLG 2106 NOT REQUIRED 
(28] 1815 COB [28] 2130 GLG [27] (27] 
28 MDA 1815. TuWO MDA 1815 ENROUTE TO & AT COB COB 2002 
3Z (27] ThO 21 45 FROM MDA [27] NOT REQUIRED 2115 MDA [28] 
EX MDA [27] 
30 0455 SBY 06 34 0455 SBY 0634 0455 SBY 06 34 BMH 08 30 AT SSS 
RM 0710 SBY 0920 0710 SBY 0920 0710 SBY 0920 (31] NOT 
1915 SBY 2106 1915 SBY 2106 1915 SBY 2106 REQUIRED 
2120 SBY 2256 2120 SBY 2256 2120 SBY 2256 [30] 
(31] (31] [31] 
31 0835 SBY 1020 0835 SBY 1020 0835 SBY 1020 0710 SEY 1204 AT SSS 
RM 1405 BMH 1709 1405 BMH 1709 1405 BMH 1709 [30] NOT 
1838 BMH 2111 1838 BMH 2111 1758 BMH 2111 REQUIRED 
(30] [30] 2135 BMH [30] (31 
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RUN MONDAY TUES.-THURS. FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
32 AT SSS AT SSS 1838 BMH [32] BMH 07 30 AT SSS 
RM NOT REQUIRED NOT REQUIRED (32] NOT REQUIRED 
[32] (32] [32] 
37 BMH 06 36 BMH 06 36 BMH 06 36 0750 KYN 1145 AT SEY 
DRC 0705 SEY 1108 0705 SEY 1108 0705 SEY 1108 1245 KYN 1645 NOT 
| MTH 1602 SBY 1810 1602 SBY 1810 1602 SBY 1810 1830 SEY [37] REQUIRED 
1830 SEY [39] 1830 SEY [39] 1830 SEY “ a [39] 
37 
38 CRIB POINT CRIB POINT CRIB POINT CRIB POINT CRIB POINT 
DRC SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES 
MTH SET SWAPPED WITH SET FROM 39 ON MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS 
39 SEY 07 20 SEY 07 20 SEY 07 20 SEY 08 28 AT BMH 
DRC 09 43* FKN [38] 09 43* FKN [38] ThO 1305 SEY 1728 0905 BMH 11 42 NOT REQUIRED 
MTH FKN 11 53*[38] ThO. FKN 11 53*(38] 1842 SBY 20 10* 1235 BMH [39] (37] 
1305 SEY 1728 1305 SEY 1728 2055 SEY [39] 
| 1758 BMH 2111 1758 BMH 2111 
| 2135 BMH [37] 2135 BMH [37] 
40 06 05* SBY 0749 06 05* SBY 0749 06 05* SBY 0749 0800 GLG 1035 1735 GLG 21 31 
SH 0814 BMH 10 46 0814 BMH 10 46 0814 BMH 10 46 1230 SEY [43] [40] 
1600 LGA [41] 1600 LGA [41] 1600 LGA [41] 
41 LGA 08 SOF LGA 08 50F LGA 08 SOF LGA 09 19 LGA 1904 
SH 09 OSF X 09 09 09 OSF X 09 09 09 OSF X 09 09 0947 LGA 1808 1940 LGA [41] 
0945 LGA 1503 0945 LGA 15 03 0945 LGA 1503 1826 LGA [41] 
1719 SBY 1935 1719 SBY 1935 1719 SBY 1935 
[44] [44] [43] 
42 SEY 0800 SEY 08 00 SEY 08 00 AT SEY AT SEY 
SH 1630 SEY [43] 1630 SEY [43] 1630 SEY 2035 NOT REQUIRED NOT REQUIRED 
[44] [42] (42] 
43 SEY 08 30 SEY 08 30 SEY 08 30 AT SSS AT SEY 
SH 1535 BMH 1749 1535 BMH 1749 1535 BMH 1749 NOT REQUIRED NOT REQUIRED 
1810 SGL 2205 1810 SGL 2205 1810 SGL 21 50* [40] 43] 
[40] [40] [40] 
44 0628 SBY 0819 0628 SBY 0819 0628 SBY 0819 AT SSS AT SSS 
SH 0912 BMH 1221 0912 BMH 1221 0912 BMH 1221 NOT REQUIRED NOT REQUIRED 
1245 KYN 16 42 1245 KYN 16 42 1245 KYN 16 42 [44] 44] 
1709 KYN [45] 1709 KYN [45] 1709 KYN [45] 
45 KYN 07 12 KYN 07 12 KYN 07 12 AT KYN AT KYN 
SH 0744 KYN 1207 0744 KYN 1207 0744 KYN 1207 NOT REQUIRED NOT REQUIRED 
1733 SEY [42] 1733 SEY [42] 1733 SEY [42] [45] 45] 
47 BGO 08 07 KYN 08 07 KYN 08 07 KYN 08 20 1610 BGO [47] 
4SH 1515 SBY 1725 1515 SBY 1725 1515 SBY 1725 [47 
1750 KYN [48] 1750 KYN [48] 1750 KYN [48 
48 KYN 08 39 KYN 08 39 KYN 08 39 AT KYN AT KYN 
4SH 1640 KYN [47] 1640 KYN [47] 1640 KYN [47 NOT tak NOT ene 
48 48 
50 BMH 07 30 BMH 07 30 BMH 07 30 AT BMH AT BMH 
4LH 0800 SGL 1053 0800 SGL 1053 0800 SGL 1053 NOT REQUIRED NOT REQUIRED 
1700 BMH _ [50] 1700 BMH _ [50] 1700 BMH _ [50 [50 (50] 
51 BMH 07 52 BMH 07 52 BMH 07 52 AT BMH AT BMH 
LH 1722 BMH [51] 1722 BMH [51] 1722 BMH [51 NOT cacigun | NOT speci 
51 


WHY NOT SUBSCRIBE AND 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


HAVE 
NEWSRAIL 
HOME DELIVERED? 


DETAILS: 


A.R.H.S. Membership Officer 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O., Melbourne, 3001 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on 
the Down platform at Windsor from 
8.00 p.m. See you there! 
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Above: W250 performs shunting duties at Yarra Glen with a 


Healesville to Yarra Glen work train on the Yarra Valley Tourist 
PRESER VA TION Railway. Sun.10.1.88. (Damien Foun) 

Below: The Mornington Railway Preservation Society’s K163 

was in steam at the Society’s base at Transwest, Long Island 
S( -ENE late in May 1987. K163 is beautifully finished in apple green 

livery after spending many years rusting away in Jubilee Park, 

Frankston. (John Buckland) 


AA 
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Above: C507 and C510 patiently wait in Bungaree Loop on the 


18 05 up Adelaide express goods as X51 and A77 overtake on 

the 06 45 up Dimboola pass. at 10 05 on Sat.14.11.87. | 

Below: C507-C504 and C503 wait in Bank Box Loop on the 
R IN 12 45 Tottenham Yard to Adelaide express goods, as N455 | 

runs through on a late running 11 45 up Ballarat pass. at 14 00 


on Sat.24.10.87. (Both photos Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Steam Versus Diesel — 


A Modern Approach 


Several writers have recently highlighted the methods 
and difficulties involved in the accurate measurement 
of a steam loco’s maximum power. How valid then, 
are the inevitable comparisons between R761, as 
measured on the Bendigo test run, and V/Line’s 
modern diesel-electric fleet? 


One of the main dangers when comparing steam and 
diesel is to directly compare maximum power output, as 
this only tells half the story. Although diesel-electrics 
typically develop virtually full power at all speeds above 
about 20 km/h, steam locos only develop maximum 
power over a fairly narrow speed band, hence the need 
for goods, mixed traffic and passenger locos. Figure 1 
shows typical power-speed curves for the two types of 
loco with identical maximum power outputs, with the 
diesel is clearly superior at low and high speeds. Thus 
the most useful measure of a steam loco’s power is a 
weighted average of the different outputs available at 
different speeds, or a sort of ‘rms’ maximum power. 


r SSS 1 


Figure 1: Power v Speed 


a y Steam 
} Jf 
/ 7 


POWER 


SPEED 


The real test of a loco is not producing spurts of power 
for the dynamometer car, but maintaining power over 
a wide range of speeds for significant periods of time. 


Perhaps the best way to determine how the R would 
rank amongst V/Line’s diesel fleet would be to repeat 
the dynamometer car trial, but with different classes of 
diesel as guinea-pigs. This would surely settle the ques- 
tion of whether an R could keep up with an N, and 
would enable the speeds on various grades to be com- 
pared directly with those produced by a loco of con- 
stant, known power. Such a series of tests is, of course, 
most unlikely, but the results can be obtained 
nevertheless. 


Because of its constant power output it is possible to 
predict the performance of a diesel powered train with 
considerable accuracy. It is now well known that 
V/Line use a computer program (MTRAIN) to predict 
running times and maximum loads, although the end 
results are not so apparent. What perhaps is not so 
widely realised is that such simulation, far from requir- 
ing mainframe equipment, is easily possible on a per- 
sonal computer, and the author has developed MAC- 
LINE, as an equivalent to MTRAIN. 
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A J McLean 


How MACLINE Works 


It can be shown that the change in speed over a short 
distance for a train driven flat out can be calculated 
from the formula 


Vv? =U? + Ks (-h_ ~ &~ A — BU — CU”) 


9.8 m/s? (acceleration due to gravity) 

Compensated grade (expressed as | in G, posi- 
tive uphill, negative downhill) 

A, B, and C are rolling resistance coefficients and K 

depends on the ratio between rotating and non-rotating 

masses, and is about 1.9 for a typical passenger train. 


Figure 2 shows three rolling resistance curves: the 
results of Kemps Engineers, the resistance assumed by 
MTRAIN, and the results of actual tests conducted by 
British Rail on pre-HST stock, assumed by MAC- 
LINE. The British results correspond to values for A, 
B, and C of 0.01, 0.0005, and 0.00002 respectively. 
Unfortunately, the Dynamometer car results have 
proved useless, and the calculated resistances from the 
five balancing results are shown as points 1-5. MAC- 
LINE calculates every 100 m, and this has proved quite 
sufficient. Once the maximum possible speed has been 
calculated, this figure is compared with the maximum 
desirable speed at that particular location, taking into 
account line and curve limits, station stops, and train 
braking performance. The highest possible desirable 
speed is then used as the new initial speed, and the pro- 
cess starts all over again. With accurately known 
masses (N sets, for example) predicted speeds are 
typically within one or two percent of figures obtained 
in practise. 


UM G 
where 
V = Final speed (m/s) (1 m/s = 3.6 km/h) 
U = Initial speed (m/s) 
S = Distance (m) 
P = Power at rail at speed U (kW) 
M = Train mass (t) 


Figure 2: Rolling Resistance 


Measuring Steam Power 


Rather than using the measured maximum power of a 
steam loco to predict the result of a steam versus diesel 
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contest, it is thus far simpler to predict the perfor- 
mance of the diesel, and compare this with the result 
actually obtained by steam. An R class, at around 
180 t, is carrying round about 60 t more than a typical 
V/Line diesel, so two comparisons are useful: where 
an R would rank in V/Line’s passenger loco fleet, and 
how the R would compare with the same locos 
ballasted to 180 t. This second comparison will give an 
indication of the R’s ‘rms’ output. 

Table 1 shows the latest figures for diesel-electric 
performance, taken from MTRAIN charts. The trac- 
tive effort figure is only important when starting from 
rest, as even the P has no trouble with the 403 t total, 
and in fact would be allowed more than the R ‘full 
goods’ load. 


Table 1: Diesel-electric Performance 


Maximum Maximum 
power continuous 
Class at rail tractive effort Mass 
(kW) (kN) (t) 
P 670 149 716 
B 950 178 123 
Ist series X 1200 212 114 
1480 253 123 
G 2000 340 127 


Details of measuring locations are as follows: 


Down 20.6 km Accelerating after stop 
before St Albans 
42.1 Top of Sunbury bank 
56.9 Riddells Creek 
70.8 Dip after Macedon, 
after check at Gisborne 
74.6 Top of 1 in 52 
133.7 
137.3 Top of 1 in 122 
Up 150.7 Into Big Hill tunnel 
115.2 Exit from Elphinstone tunnel 
85.4 Top of 1 in 158 
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The R’s Usefullness 

Table 2 shows the recorded speeds for R761’s test run, 
and the predicted speeds for the five V/Line locos with 
a trailing load of 223 t. 


Table 2: Actual and predicted speeds (km/h) with 
223 t trailing load 


Location R761 P B Xx N G 
20.6 82 67 75 87 95 109 
42.1 42 38 46 58 67 83 
56.9 101 88 99 115 128 149 
62.7 63 46 58 78 94 121 
70.8 98 86 96 109 119 136 
74.6 67-73 40 50 69 84 109 
133.7 97 84 95 110 121 139 
137.3 88 63 74 92 106 128 
150.7 75 46 59 77 90 108 
115.2 59-64 38 46 60 72 84 

85.4 103 85 94 107 117 134 


It can be seen quite clearly that, when hauling a five car 
load, the R is generally better than a B and worse than 
an X. The climb away from Rupertswood shows the 
R’s poor acceleration uphill from a standing start, and 
in fact even the P would probably get to the top of Sun- 
bury bank first. 


Table 3 shows how the express run on the up would 
compare with the diesels, and again the R is between 
the B and the X in performance. For a fair comparison, 
the P and the G have also been ‘specially authorised’ to 
run at 115 km/h. 

In from Macedon the line is almost all downhill, and 
loco power has almost no bearing on running times. 
On this section the R lost just over two minutes, 
mostly due to an average speed between Clarkefield 
and Sydenham of only 101 km/h, surely somewhat 
disappointing for a record attempt. 


N460 hauls the 1145 up Ballarat pass. across the 
Anakie Rd bridge near Bacchus Marsh on Tues.11.8.87. 
(Matthew Crichton) 
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Table 3: Actual and predicted running times with Table 4: Actual and predicted speeds with 403 t 


223 t trailing load total mass 
Bendigo to R761 P B x N G Location R761 P B xX N G 
Golden Square 0321 0336 0331 0325 0323 0320 20.6 82 56 69 79 88 102 
Kangaroo Flat 0521 0544 0526 0511 0506 0500 42.1 42 27 40 50 60 75 
Ravenswood 1330 1542 1410 1251 1214 1134 56.9 101 74 91 104 117 139 
Harcourt 2128 2500 2235 2023 1918 1810 62.7 63 32 48 64 80 107 
Castlemaine 2626 2907 2641 2430 2324 2216 70.8 98 74 88 100 110 128 
Elphinstone 3655 4355 3921 3500 3244 3012 74.6 67-73 28 42 56 71 96 
Taradale 3915 4613 4138 3717 3500 3220 133.7 97 69 87 99 112 130 
Malmsbury 4311 5029 4541 4104 3836 3557 137.3 88 49 65 80 94 117 | 
Kyneton 4929 5812 5229 4703 4423 41 34 150.7 75 31 49 65 79 101 | 
Carlsruhe 5348 6347 5737 5144 4846 4542 115.2 59-64 27 40 50 62 84 
Woodend 5738 6755 6124 5525 5226 4921 85.4 103 71 87 98 109 125 | 
Macedon 6218 7240 6552 5947 5646 5341 i ee a a ania) 
Sunshine 9621 10412 9723 9117 8816 8511 Quite clearly the R is well below the 1480 kW at rail of 


the N, and most of the time is ahead of the 1200 kW of | 
the Ist series X. A reasonable ‘notch 8’ figure for con- | 
The R’s Power tinuous power at rail would therefore be about 1250- 
In order to determine the effective power of the Rit is 1300 kW, or just below a 3rd series X at 1320 kW at | 
a simple matter to compare R761’s speeds with the — rail. Only the uncertainty in the speeds up Macedon 
predicted speeds of the diesels ballasted up to 180 t. _ bank (on the down) and Elphinstone bank (on the up) 


R761 tops Macedon bank with a Steamrail Special to Bendigo on Easter Mon.20.4.87. (Terry Dexter) | 
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prevents an accurate measure of the R’s ‘combat 
power’, but at best it would be just ahead of the N. 

Combat power or not, the real measure is getting the 
load to the destination, and Table 5 shows the actual 
and predicted running times with a total train mass of 
403 t. 


Table 5: Actual and predicted running times with 
403 t total mass 


Bendigo to R761 P B x N G 

Golden Square 0321 0345 0335 0329 0325 0321 
Kangaroo Flat 0521 0618 0539 0519 0510 0503 
Ravenswood 1330 1842 1517 1339 1244 1149 
Harcourt 2128 2950 2420 2145 2011 1834 
Castlemaine 2624 3357 2827 2552 2418 2240 
Elphinstone 3655 5313 4241 3748 3435 3113 
Taradale 3915 5536 4459 4005 3652 3328 
Malmsbury 4311 6034 4911 4402 4037 3700 
Kyneton 4929 7013 5639. 5031 4632 4240 
Carlsruhe 5348 7632 6207 5531 5110 4654 
Woodend 5738 8120 6609 5914 5450 5034 
Macedon 6218 8642 7050 6341 5912 5454 
Sunshine 9621 11818 10221 9511 9042 8624 


R761’s power is just ahead of a small X, and this is 
perhaps best illustrated by the times for Castlemaine to 
Kyneton, almost all uphill. The R’s 23 05 compares 
with the small X’s 24 39 and the N’s 22 14, and this is 
probably the best indicator of the R’s continuous out- 
put. 


V/Line Performance — 1 


One of the vital functions of a Dynamometer car is to 
measure speed accurately, but it would certainly appear 
that this did not occur on the Bendigo test trip, as the 
speeds quoted disagreed with hand-held timings and 
were later said to be 4% out. Ignoring this aspect, the 
Dynamometer car should have enabled some sense to 
be made of rolling resistance, but this has not been the 
case. Under balancing conditions, rolling resistance of 
the trailing load can be calculated (accurately) by using 
the formula: 


— 3600GD — 9800MS 


BE GMS 
where RR Rolling resistance (N/t) 
Grade 
Drawbar kW 


Trailing mass (t) 

Speed (km/h) 

The figures obtained from the Bendigo test run are as 
follows: 


neva 
Ide de ded 


Point 1: 40 N/t at 62.5 km/h approaching Gisborne 
Point 2: 22 N/t at 62.5 km/h up Macedon bank 
Point 3: 78 N/t at 88 km/h at 137 km 


Point 4: 4 N/t at 59 km/h up Elphinstone bank 
Point 5: 60 N/t at 103 km/h at 85 km 

These values are shown in: Figure 2 and would seem to 
throw serious doubt on a//the Dynamometer car read- 
ings. 


V/Line Performance — 2 
Many passengers were no doubt disappointed by the 
only too typical crawl in from South Kensington. How 
_ could a timetable be so far out for a train whose perfor- 
mance had been measured that very day? 

The answer is, of course, that V/Line have con- 
tinually failed to get their running times right, despite 
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numerous opportunities. A glance at the original up 
timings shows this, where a train specifically chartered 
for a speed run was timetabled 42 minutes from 
Macedon to Sunshine, almost all downhill, at the 
miserly average of 82 km/h. In fact MACLINE shows, 
and MTRAIN would confirm, that a P on the five cars 
limited to 100 km/h would have comfortably beaten 
the schedule of 133 minutes. 

Having decided to run at 115 km/h on the up, it 
should have been a simple exercise to produce an 
accurate timetable based on the information recorded 
on the down. MACLINE took about four minutes to 
produce a Bendigo - Sunshine printout. Apparently 
such real time analysis is beyond V/Line, showing 
again that many of the pathing problems in the suburbs 
are entirely of their own making. 


Conclusion 


The R761 test run to Bendigo has thrown some light 
on the capabilities of a good as new steam loco. Isolated 
peak power outputs (if correct) can be quite misleading 
when comparisons with more modern motive power 
are made. It is only too easy to compute high power 
figures based on overcoming the internal resistance 
inherent in a steam loco, and using these figures 
unfairly against a loco with much lower rolling resis- 
tance. 

To obtain a more complete picture, low speed per- 
formance trials are needed, preferably on a long grade 
such as Ingliston. An accurately known trailing load of 
350-400 t on such a test would go a long way to over- 
coming the problems only too clearly evident on the 
Bendigo run, as balancing speeds could be measured 
with confidence. 

What can be said is that at passenger speeds the R 
has the performance characteristics of a 180 t diesel- 
electric of about 1250-1300 kW at rail. Due to its much 
lower maximum tractive effort acceleration from rest 
will be poorer than any present V/Line passenger loco, 
and maximum loads uphill are less than that of a P. 
Thus the R is comparable to a big X hauling two cars 
extra, or just better than a B on the same load, pro- 
vided that speeds are kept high. It is simply wishful 
thinking to suggest that an R on a heavier load can 
equal the performance of an N. 
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Above: X31-S315-T383 and B76 haul S309-T373-B61 and 
T359 on the 2350 Mildura - North Geelong goods through 
Creswick on Sat.3.10.87. 


Below: An unusual combination of N453-X50 and N465 race 
through Longwood on the 06 20 up Albury pass. at 08 26 on 
Fri.11.12.87. (Both photos Gavin McLaughlan) 


NEWSRAIL 


AFTER DARK 
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Above: B74 rests in North Geelong Yard prior to departure of 
No.9143, 1950 express goods to Mount Gambier on 
Thurs.24.9.87. (John Dare) 


Below: X43 and B75 pause at Ballarat with No.9141 1913 
North Geelong - Mildura goods at 22 20 on Wed.21.10.87. 
(Gavin McLaughlan) 


T381 on No.9487 1415 down Korumburra goods 
passes through the hills near Loch as cattle 
temporarily cease their grazing to watch its 
progress on Sat.2.1.88. (Bryce Leydon) 
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General News 


Strike action: A lengthy strike of suburban guards 
commenced during the day of Wed.9.12.87. The strike 
started after a guard was stood down for refusing to 
man a test train which was to conduct radio trials. It 
was ironic that earlier in the year, guards took 
industrial action for the issue of radios to them. Subur- 
ban services resumed on Sun.20.12.87 when the 
guards returned to work. The issue behind this strike 
was the fact that the Met wishes to introduce one man 
operation trains beginning in March of this year and 
the ARU is objecting on the grounds of safety for the 
public. More industrial action could follow in 1988 in 
connection with this issue. 


VFT: Contracts for a detailed study of the passenger 
market in the Sydney - Canberra - Melbourne corridor 
have recently been awarded. The study forms part of 
an examination of the feasibility of the VFT project. 
The market study includes a survey of existing 
passenger travel in the corridor by air, coach, train and 
car, and a further survey of passenger needs and 
attitudes to fast rail travel. 


Grain rates: Victorian grain growers delivering their 
crop to ‘fill-and-close’ silos will pay a higher freight rate 
than those delivering to CRPs during the current har- 
vest. This is the bottom line of V/Line’s new season 
grain freight rates which resulted in no increase for 
grain delivered to CRPs but a 3.8 per cent penalty for 
fill-and-close deliveries. 


Ring road: As part of a high priority outer ring road 
project, linking the Tullamarine Freeway with Pascoe 
Vale Road at Jacana and then to the Hume Highway, 
special construction staging is to be used to permit the 
dual carriageway road to be built beneath the rail tracks 
at Jacana without interupting rail services. 


Train simulator: V/Line is currently developing a new 
driver training programme that will utilise a static train 
simulator as well as on train Locomotive Data 
Monitoring Equipment (LDME). It is envisaged that 
the train simulator would include: 

1. A video projection display of tracks travelled. 


2. A video monitor display of track ‘profile, in-train 
forces profile, brake pressure, etc. 


3. A full cab mockup of a V/Line locomotive with 
potential for full sound generation. 

4. The facility to simulate a wide variety of faults and 
operating conditions. 

5. The ability to record, analyse and replay the 


driver’s actions and responses with respect to train 
handling and management of in-train forces. 
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6. An intergrated and compatible Locomotive Data 
Measuring Unit capable of processing the data 
within the simulator, as well as, provide full 
simulator replay capability utilising the Locomotive 
Data Measuring Equipment Unit data for analysis. 


Closure fought: The State Government has been 
challenged over its decision to close the Murchison 
East - Colbinabbin line. The closure was announced on 
Mon.12.10.87 because the line was unprofitable and 
unworthy of refurbishment. However the local 
Waranga Shire council claim that V/Line has over esti- 


mated the cost of upgrading the line. They claim the | 


transfer of grain freight to light duty roads would be 
catastrophic for the region. The closure illustrates a 
common scenario for outdated railway networks. 
Many lines have been closed as the Government strug- 
gles to reduce its massive public transport deficit. 


Cave Hill to close: It is proposed to close Cave Hill 
siding near Lilydale in March when all freight to the 
quarry will transfer to road transport. 


New Transport Minister: In a move widely tipped for 
weeks before, the Premier, Mr Cain on Thurs.10.12.87 


announced a cabinet shakeup including the removal of | 
Tom Roper from the Transport Ministry. The new | 


Minister for Transport is now Jim Kennan who came 
to his new portfolio in the middle of one of the longest 
running rail stoppages for years. 


4% second tier wage increase: All railway union 
groups have agreed or are on the way to agreeing pro- 
ductivity offsets to enable their members to obtain the 
4% second tier wage increase. This was not without 
some agony in the case of the ARU, who stopped train 
services for several days and seriously disrupted freight 
services (particularly interstate) for a further week. 
The list of productivity gains is a long and complex 


one. However two are of note. A large number of | 


SRANSW wagons (e.g., NODY, NOCY, NCDY, 
NQFX, NQAY, NQIY, NQSF) and some AN wagons 


(AFCX, AFDX, AFGY) which have been banned by | 


the ARU since 1975 are now to be allowed on the V/ 


Line system. Drivers will now be able to be rostered to | 


run return trips between Melbourne and Cobram, 
Warrnambool, Bairnsdale or Albury in one shift pro- 


vided maximum rostered shift hours are not exceeded. | 


Mount Gambier: It is understood that AN crews and 
fitter at Mount Gambier have been trained on V/Line 


T class locos. The latest AN WTT dated 25.10.87 | 


shows T class loads between Mount Gambier and 
Millicent. Through loads are 1200 t down and aaa 
up, the same as 830 class. 
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Traffic 


GENERAL 


Named trains: Trains on five routes have been given 
names since the end of 1987. The services named are 
the Mon. - Sat. morning up and evening down, the 
Sun. afternoon up and evening down (morning down 
to Dimboola and Swan Hill). The names are: War- 
rnambool Westcoaster, Dimboola Wimmera Limited, 


| Swan Hill Northerner, Cobram Goulburn Valley 


Limited, and Albury Twin City Limited. History leaves 

the Bairnsdale named train with a different service pat- 

tern: the Mon. - Sat. morning down and afternoon up 

trains are the Gippslander, and no Sunday train is 
, named. 


_ Disabled assistance: The Met runs a wheelchair assis- 
tance hotline 24 hours per day. A person can book a 
journey one day in advance, and be assured of having 

_ wheelchair ramps available at both ends of the journey. 

_ A telephone typewriter has been installed at Flinders St 
station for the hearing impaired. People with their own 
telephone typewriters, run via modem, can also ring 
for information and have the answer typed back to 
them. The Met map will be published in a Braille Edi- 

| tion. 


| WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Boorcan briquettes: The local press reports that bri- 
quettes are to be unloaded at Camperdown for a trial 
period of two months. The trial period is believed to 
have commenced in early November 87. If the trial 
proves successful, the move is likely to be made per- 
manent and Boorcan closed. The station building was 
| removed from Boorcan several months ago but the bri- 
| quette handling equipment and sheds still appear to be 
intact. The trial is believed to be connected with the 
use of bogie wagons rather than four wheel wagons. 


ANR 700 on pass: On Sat.28.11.87 the 1100 down 
| Geelong was worked by 702-A70. The 12 30 up was 
| worked by A70-702. Upon arrival at Spencer St the 
| locos were split. 702 shunted the carriage set to the 
| yard, while A70 attached to a different set to form the 

1400 down Geelong. 


| WOLSELEY LINE & BRANCHES 


| Ararat depot visits: 
| Sun.1.11.87, G513, T7348, 354, 366, 384, 388, 394, 
409, X31, Y109, 159, 160. R761 on the turntable 
after running the Lake Goldsmith steam rally 
special. 
| Sun.8.11.87, G511, 524, T359, 362, 366, 367, 386, 
| 394, 409, X37, Y159, 160. 
Sun.15.11.87, H2, 5, 1354, 359, 366, 367, 368, 369, 
| 382, 384, 397, 409, X42, Y159. 

Sun.22.11.87, H4, 5, T359, 362, 366, 386, 389, 395, 
| 409, Y159. 
| Sun.29.11.87, G524, H1, T354, 359, 364, 366, 383, 

384, 389, 395, X40, Y159. 

Sun.6.12.87, T354, 357, 359, 364, 366, 369, 383, 395, 
| 397, Y159. G524 in the dock platform on display. 
| N461, 462 awaiting use on promotional trains. 


| Western multi units: The western line continues to 
see use of multiple locos on interstate goods trains. 
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Some sightings during October and November were as 

follows: 

Thurs.29.10.87, S302-T372-T369. 

Fri.13.11.87, GS22-C504-938 on down express goods 
at Beaufort at 18 45. 

Thurs.19.11.87, C501-C506-C504 (all in VicRail livery 
and No.1 end leading) at 19 15 at Stawell. 

Fri.27.11.87, G524-T354-T368-T384 on an up goods 
at 1755 at Stawell. 

Mon.30.11.87, C502-BL31-BL26-BL35 on a down 
express goods at 19 15 at Stawell. 


No.8130 up Dimboola pass.: This train is now almost 
an A class monopoly, with only an occasional N or X 
class to break the monotony. A77 was the most com- 
mon loco used during November. Observations during 
the month were: 


Mon.2.11, A77 Mon.16.11, A77 
Tues.3.11, A77 Tues.17.11, N457 
Wed.4.11, A79 Wed.18.11, A77 
Thurs.5.11, A85 Thurs.19.11, A77 
Fri.6.11, A85 Fri.20.11, A77 
Sat.7.11, A77 Sat.21.11, A77 
Mon.9.11, A77 Mon.23.11, A77 


Tues.10.11, A77 
Wed.11.11, X53 
Thurs.12.11, X53 Fri.27.11, A8l 

Sat.14.11, X51-A77 Mon.30.11, A85 


Ararat - Stawell promotional trips: On Sun.6.12.87 
promotional trips operated by V/Line were run be- 
tween Ararat and Stawell to celebrate the naming of 
N461 City of Ararat. Four return trips were scheduled 
making this a big weekend for Stawell with four ter- 
minating passenger trains on Sunday and another four 
on the previous day. N462 City of Shepparton was the 
second loco used for the promotional trips. 


Redhens to Melbourne: On Thurs.24.9.87 withdrawn 
SASTA redhen railcars 407 and 305 departed Adelaide 
for Melbourne. They had been brought by Australian 
Vintage Travel to provide bogies for placing under 
Southern Cross Express carriages. 


G on Overland: On Fri.13.11.87 the Overland arrived 
at Spencer St platform 1 at 11 02 behind G522. The 
G class loco was attached at Dimboola when. X51-931 
were removed from the train. It would appear from 
reports that X51 started out running the down Over- 
land with 934 while the up Overland had X49-947 as 
motive power. It appears that the train locos were 
swapped at Diapur Loop because of a defective head- 
light on X51 causing a delay of 80 minutes while doing 
so. After the swapping at Diapur Loop, G522 was 
attached at Dimboola for the run to Melbourne. 


Arrest on Overland: On Fri.11.12.87 the down Over- 
land was running just over 20 minutes late behind 
X48-967 with a load of 15 vehicles when it pulled into 
Ararat at 0005 Saturday morning. Police arrived 
shortly after, and arrested a male passenger in Car 17 
(7BJ), searching him whilst he lay prostrate on the 
platform, as he had been bradishing what appeared to 
be a silver hand gun and making threats to other 
passengers. With the assistance of railway personnel, a 
silver replica pistol was located in the toilet of car 16, 
and the man marched off to the watchhouse. It was of 


Wed.25.11, N451 
Thurs. 26.11, X49 
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interest to note that this service departed Kaniva 43 
minutes late at 03 21 but only arrived Adelaide 10 
minutes late at 08 15. 


BENDIGO -SWAN HILL LINE & BRANCHES 


G class return to Bendigo: After a short absence G 
class locos have resumed regular visits to Bendigo on 
block grain trains. On Fri.27.11.87, G512-B-T passed 
through Eaglehawk on the up at 2010. Later that 
night, G512-B? departed Bendigo bound for Mary- 
borough at 21 30 after detaching the T class and one 
defective wagon. On Mon.30.11.87 a G-B combination 
passed through Eaglehawk on the down with a block 
grain train. On Wed.2.12.87, G512 was called out to 
Eaglehawk to rescue the up Swan Hill goods which had 
stalled on the bank approaching Eaglehawk. As a result 
the 17 45 down Swan Hill pass. was held at Bendigo for 
30 minutes awaiting line clear. On Thurs.3.12.87, 
G514-G515-S307 arrived at Bendigo on a down block 
grain from Maryborough at 08 27. The next day, 
Fri.4.12.87, G514 on No.1218 down block grain 
departed at 02 40 and later that day G523-T350 arrived 
at 08 11 on train No.1223. All G class locos arriving on 
the down travel across from Maryborough as the 
Taradale viaduct has weight restrictions on it. 


Swan Hill happenings: High powered locos have been 
the exception rather than the rule at Swan Hill over the 


grain harvest period with T class and Y class dominat- 
ing the freight working. Locos sighted at Swan Hill 
have been: 


Thurs.19.11.87, X33 

Mon.30.11.87, X37-Y164 

Tues.1.12.87, T399-Y163-Y164 

Wed.2.12.87, T412-T390-Y 164 

Thurs.3.12.87, T378-T392 

Fri.4.12.87, T390-Y 164 

Mon.7.12.87, X43 

Tues.8.12.87, S309-B83, X41-Y150 

Wed.9.12.87, S300 

Thurs.10.12.87, T399-T362 

Fri.11.12.87, G-B 

Mon.14.12.87, G515-S310 

Tues.15.12.87, X32 

Wed.16.12.87, T370 

Thurs.17.12.87, X32 

Fri.18.12.87, T?-Y163-Y157 

Mon.21.12.87, T362-Y152 

Tues.22.12.87, Y163-T394 

Mon.28.12.87, T394 

Tues.29.12.87, T369. 

VFTY timber wagons have been used for recent out- 
ward sleeper consignments with VOWAs making 
infrequent appearances. Four wheel wagons are rare 
with only a couple of appearances of B wagons and G 
trucks over the past three months. 


$315-S301 and T373 haul a grain train through light forest near the locality of Daisy Hill, between Maryborough 
and Talbot on Tues.22.12.87. (John Dennis) 
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8173 starts the climb to Heathcote Junction on the 1515 Upfield to Albury Ford train at 15 55 on Sat.12.12.87. 
(Gavin McLaughlan) 


Multi units at Bendigo: On Sun.29.11.87, the 16 10 
down pass. (No.8085) arrived at Bendigo at 18 25 with 
an N-X-P loco combination hauling a 4 car H set. This 
train is often used for loco balancing purposes to place 
locos at Bendigo for early Monday morning goods train 


departures. On Thurs.26.11.87, the 22 20 up goods 


train (No.9064) departed Bendigo with N-P-P-P pro- 


_ viding the power. This train departed Bendigo at 21 45, 
| 35 minutes early. On Wed.2.12.87 the 14 10 up Denili- 
| quin (No.5164) was sighted passing through North 
| Bendigo with N-T-Y-Y providing the power. The N 


class was sent light engine from Bendigo to Rochester 


| to rescue the goods train which was 3 hours late into 


Bendigo. On Sun.6.12.87 the 16 10 down Bendigo pass. 
arrived at Bendigo at 18 55, 30 minutes late after the 
train loco N455 failed at Spencer St. This train left 
Spencer St 42 minutes behind schedule with N460- 


| N455-4 car H set-254ACZ. The ACZ was enroute to 
_ Bendigo North Workshops. 


_ Woodend steam special: An ARE members’ dinner 


special ran to Woodend on Fri.4.12.87, consist R707- 
80BW-3ABE-1BCE. The special departed Spencer St 
platform 4 at 18 51 and suffered two checks exiting the 
yard. At South Kensington the special crossed to the 
Geelong lines, then back to the Bendigo lines; this 


_ enabled an up empty carriage working of wooden cars 


to proceed from Newport to the up country line 
unchecked. Approaching the Sunshine stop a down 
Adelaide express goods was observed heading through 
the station across our path. After a photostop at 
Rupertswood, the special crossed an extra up empty 
carriage working from Kyneton (two 4-car SH sets) to 
be used for a Stawell bike special the following day. 
During the Woodend dinner stop there were three 
down trains: a special pass., T-CE-3X wooden car- 
riages-CE, bound for Kyneton at 2110; the 20 20 
down Bendigo pass. which stopped at 21 26'2-27'4; and 
an empty block grain at 2159. The special departed 


| Woodend for the return to Spencer St at 2202 and 


arrived at 23 23 at platform 4. 


The Train of Knowledge: Was sighted at 2005 on 
Thurs.12.11.87 at North Bendigo Junction running to 
Bendigo. Consist was 1T409-Pekina-Inman-Coliban- 
Acheron-Carey-Mooraboo!-Campaspe-Melville. The 
Train Of Knowledge was late and delayed the down 
Swan Hill pass. which was held at Bendigo for 29 
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minutes. Consist of the Swan Hill pass. was B76-D-N 
set-D-D. The following morning the up Swan Hill pass. 
had 5 D vans. 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


North Eastern pass. locos: N class and an occasional 
A class loco have firmly established themselves as the 
motive power for north eastern passenger trains. 
However multiple loco combinations occur frequently 
on the weekday down Albury pass. for use on up goods 
trains later in the day. Locos used for this purpose are 
usually S class or more recently late series X class. One 
notable exception was on Mon.9.11.87 when the 08 10 
down Albury (No.8305) had A79-B75 as train engines 
and later that day the 12 10 down Albury (No.8311) 
had A73-X53 up front. The usual motive power of a 
Sunday for the 09 50 down Albury (No.8339) and the 
1655 up Albury (No.8336) is double N class locos. 
Some of the exceptions have been: Sun.11.10.87, A60- 
X46, Sun.25.10.87 A81-A60, Sun.1.11.87 A70-A81. 


Triple-headed 8325: On Sat.7.11.87 the 1750 down 
Albury pass. (No.8325) was noted passing through 
Mangalore at 19 13 with N470-N457-N460 up front. 


Wahgunyah line: In an era of closing branchlines, the 
Springhurst - Wahgunyah line remains. An important 
traffic source is the factory of Intercity Mills Australia, 
owned by Best Foods, makers of the Uncle Tobys pro- 
ducts, particularly muesli bars. V/Line brings in 3000 
tonnes of freight each year to Wahgunyah for this fac- 
tory, and brings out 10,000 tonnes of products. Each 
weekday there is a freight, and a VLCX wagon can 
bring out 12 tonnes of products (about 2000 cartons, 
representing 200,000 muesli bars). 


N on Apex: On Thurs.1.10.87 a down Apex block train 
passed: Spencer St at 1754 headed by N472-T410. 
Brake tests were held between Donnybrook and 
Wallan. On Fri.2.10.87, N458-T401 worked all Apex 
trains, again with brake tests. 


Trinity special pilgrimage: On Sat.14.11.87, Trinity 
Theological School ran its sixth annual pilgrimage, to 
Wangaratta, by train. The 08 10 down and 1610 up 
Albury passenger trains were run with a double set (5 
oe ps N set) and were double-headed by A78- 
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Double DRC: On Wed.14.10.87 the 16 05 up Seymour 
arrived at Spencer St at 1737 (9 minutes late), 
DRC43-DRC41. 


Tocumwal bridge collapse: On Tues.24.11.87 or 
Wed.25.11 the combined road and rail bridge over the 
Murray river collapsed. Road traffic was diverted via 
Cobram. A new road bridge is under construction to 
leave the existing bridge as rail only. 


Dookie Line: On Sun.1.11.87 at Shepparton, N452 
was named the City of Shepparton by that city’s Mayor. 
Later that day the last two rail spikes were driven into 
the upgraded Dookie line to officially open the upgrad- 
ing. To celebrate these two events, V/Line ran promo- 
tional trips between Shepparton and Pine Lodge with 
N462-2xN_ sets-N461. For a fortnight prior to the 
opening, block trains of VHGYs ran out to Dookie 
usually with a single X class as motive power. The up 
Cobram originated at Shepparton with Cobram 
passengers ferried to Shepparton by road coach after 
the day’s activities. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Out of Gauge: On Sun.22.11.87 an out of gauge work- 
ing passed through Mangalore at 15 06 running about 
6 hours behind schedule. The purpose of the train was 
to transport a very large transformer. The consist of 
the train was 8172-NFUF open wagon-NZZA carrying 
the transformer-2xNFUF open wagons-AH811 
accommodation van. The train was restricted to 30 


km/h unless otherwise stated. AH811 returned on the 
Ford’s car train on Mon.30.11.87. 


Triple-header: The standard gauge is usually domi- 
nated by single 81 or G class working but on 
Thurs.19.11.87 8167-G518-G517 were noted passing 
through Mangalore at 05 30 on an up goods train. 


EASTERN LINE & BRANCHES 


Multiple N class: On Sun.4.10.87 the 17 00 down Tra- 
ralgon was hauled by N471-N468-N451 and one week | 
later the same train was hauled by N471-N463-N467- | 
N473. 

t 


Containerised briquettes: Nov.87, V/Line Update | 
reported on a trial movement of export briquettes | 
using containers to minimise handling. Normally bri- | 
quettes are taken to Footscray to be loaded onto road | 
vehicles for the move to Appleton Dock. For this trial | 
ISO 6-m containers were used, with each container 
having no top and carrying 21 t of briquettes. A block | 
train conveyed 40 containers from Morwell to Corio | 
Quay. Road vehicles took the containers to Lascelles | 
Wharf, where the briquettes were tipped directly into | 
the ship’s hold. The train ran on a 2-day turnaround, | 
and conveyed 5200 tonnes (i.e., 6 round trips). 


The Train of Knowledge: With students and teachers 
from Seville Primary School ran to Bairnsdale on 
Mon.16.11.87, the school group detraining at Tra- | 
ralgon and travelling by road to Bairnsdale staying | 
overnight in the sleeping cars on 16.11 to 19.11 


The large electric staffs are exchanged for the last time at Clunes for the down Sunraysia pass. at 1115 on 
Wed.25.11.87. Clunes station closed on Thurs.26.11.87. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


54 


NEWSRAIL | 


inclusive. On Thurs.19.11 the train ran back to Moe, 
the school group travelling by road from Rosedale to 
Traralgon and Morwell to Moe. After staying in Moe 

— overnight the train and passengers returned with an 
express run to Spencer St. The consist for the Down 
journey on 16.11 to Traralgon was A60-Acheron-Col- 
iban-Pekina-Carey-Loddon-Inman-Wando-Moorabool- 
Avoca-Melville. 


Supertrain Promotions: Special trains were run by 

Supertrain Promotions to Warragul on Fri.27.11 and 

Sat.28.11.87 for Franklin Mint/Davey Productions and 

National Paper Distribution respectively. Scheduled 

departure time for both evenings was 19 05 ex Flinders 
St. No.l, the consist for both nights was 

15CW- Murray-1BW-62BW. T393 was the motive 
» power on 27.11 and another T class (number not 
| known) on 28.11. 


APM Special: On Thurs.5.11.87, a special train was 

run to Maryvale and return for Australian Paper 

Manufacturers. Scheduled departure from Caulfield 

No.4 platform was 08 15 arriving at Maryvale at 10 20. 

Departure from Maryvale on the return journey was 

scheduled for 1405 with an arrival time of 16 53 at 
_ Caulfield No.1 platform. Consist for the day was (on 
| the down) N467-3PCO-No.2 Club Car-10BJ-5BJ- 
| 262ACZ-Norman (round end trailing). 


Xs back to back: On Mon.23.11.87 the 19 38 
, (No.9430) goods, North Melbourne - Traralgon 
| (14 15 ex North Geelong) was hauled by late series Xs 
_ 46 and 49, running back to back. Whilst double head- 
| ing is not unusual on this train it is unusual to have X 
class locos and both of the same type together and back 
to back. 


/ 09 20 Bairnsdale pass.: On Sun.15.11.87 the 09 20 
down Bairnsdale pass. (No.8481) came to a stand after 
passing Caulfield No. 2 arrival home signal, which is 
| situated on the up side of the Smith St overbridge. The 
train consist of N469-D346-42ACN-41BRN-14BN- 
260ACZ-226BRS-268BZ was crossing from the down 
local line to call at platform 2 at Caulfield and pulled up 
about 50 metres short of the platform. The cause of the 
unscheduled stop was found to be a parted brake pipe 
| between the N set and the Z set. After several minutes 
the second person located the problem and recon- 
/nected the brake pipe. The train departed Caulfield at 
09 51, 11 minutes late. 


Hitachi to Warragul: On Tues.8.12.87, with a strike 
/by suburban guards for most of the day, returning to 
/work for the evening peak period; many trains were 
out of position. By 19 30, two 3 car sets were stabled at 
Warragul, the first was a Comeng set: 612M-1156T- 
611M and the second was a Hitachi set: 5M-2003T- 
/122M in what is believed to be the first time that a 
Hitachi set has run as a service train to Warragul. The 
two sets remained at Warragul until suburban services 
resumed on Sun.20.12.87 with the Hitachi set forming 
the 0555 up on Mon.21.12.87 and the Comeng set 
coupling to the 06 31 down on its arrival at Warragul to 
form a six car set on the 10 41 up. 


Carriage sets: The cars on the up Gippslander on 

Fri.6.11.87 were 4BE-BRS-BZ-ACZ-D-D, one of the 

‘earliest uses of a set with the buffet car as car C. N sets 

were replaced by 5 car sets on a few occasions: 

12 27 Traralgon, Sat.7.11.87, D-ACZ-BS-BRS-BS- 
50BE. 
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17 16 Traralgon, Sat.7.11.87, D-ACZ-BS-BRS-BS-BS. 

15 43 Traralgon, Mon.7.12.87 and Tues.8.12.87, D- 
ACZ-BS-BRS-BS-1BG. 

The 15 43 Traralgon had two N sets on Tues.10.11.87, 

and the Sunday morning Bairnsdale train was a double 

set on 6.12.87, ACN-BRN-BN-ACZ-BS-BRS-BS-BS. 


Punctuality: The 17 16 down Traralgon Saturday was 
12 late at Trafalgar on 7.11.87 (the day it had the 5 car 
set), and 8, 4, 10, 2, 0, 7 minutes late on other occa- 
sions in November and December. The on-time arrival 
on 12.12.87 was the first sighted since this train has 
been hauled by T locos. The 15 43 down Traralgon on 
weekdays continues to run much better than earlier in 
the year, with only 6 arrivals at Trafalgar over 10 
minutes late. For 7 of the 8 weekdays on which subur- 
ban trains were not running because of a strike, the 
Trafalgar latenesses were 4, 3, 0, 5, 2, 1 and 0 (by far 
the best since February) and it is obvious where this 
train usually loses so much time. Ironically, on 
Fri.11.12.87, when this train was right on time at 
Trafalgar, it lost 15 minutes to Moe crossing a late-run- 
ning 16 20 up Sale. 


Occupation: Track repairs and associated single-line 
working or absolute occupation continued until mid- 
December, affecting trains in the middle of the day. 
The 12 34 down Sale train rarely ran the full distance; 
when this train was known to be delayed west of Mor- 
well V/Line were unwilling for it to cross the Gipps- 
lander at Traralgon by arriving straight into the loop 
road there, and buses ran Morwell - Sale - Traralgon. 
When the work shifted to the Moe - Morwell section 
this train naturally had to be replaced by buses. Other 
trains were also replaced by buses from time to time. 

The up Sale train was previously allowed time at Tra- 
ralgon for an engine change, which gave plenty of time 
for passengers to change from buses from Sale. Since 
October the Traralgon time is only 3 minutes, and the 
up train has not always left on time after the connec- 
tion. It passed Trafalgar 11 late on Mon.23.11.87 and 7 
late the following day. Although the Sale train is timed 
for an X, it normally runs with an N or A if terminating 
at Traralgon. X locos were seen only on Mon.16.11.87, 
Mon.23.11.87 and Fri.11.12.87 before the trackwork 
ceased for the holiday period. 

Other up services passed Trafalgar up to 10 minutes 
late after connecting with buses, but longer delays 
occurred on Sat.31.10.87 (1700 up Traralgon 30), 
Sat.5.12.87 (0955 up Traralgon 57) and Sun.6.12.87 
(08 10 up Traralgon 24). On Sat.21.11.87 the crew 
change between the 1716 down and 1700 up Tra- 
ralgon trains took place at Nar Nar Goon (instead of 
Pakenham as usual). 


Friday events: On Fri.11.12.87 a down goods train 
struck a back hoe working on the line east of Moe, and 
the machine became jammed under the loco. What 
first appeared to be a Z-set on the up Sale train passing 
Trafalgar at 17 35 was in fact the up Gippslander run- 
ning 112 minutes late. This was followed by the up Sale 
train 34 minutes late, with few, if any, passengers. The 
same night the 1935 bus Warragul - Traralgon 
departed Warragul 60 minutes late after waiting for 
buses from Melbourne (replacing the suburban service 
not running because of the strike). This caused the 
2100 Traralgon - Warragul bus to start 45 minutes 
late; despite this it still had 7 passengers for the run (an 
eighth decided to hitchhike from Traralgon to Mor- 
well). Two of the passengers, from Mid Valley to Moe, 
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were picked up at Mid Valley on the down trip to save a 
long wait at the bus stop. 

The following Friday night, the 1753 down War- 
ragul was again replaced by buses, but the War- 
ragul - Traralgon bus waited a few minutes for the 
down Bairnsdale train to arrive, then left at 19 39 with 
3 local passengers. Any passengers for east of Warragul 
arriving by bus from Melbourne were to be taken by 
taxi. 


Christmas caper: On Christmas night Fri.25.12.87 the 
only services in Gippsland were the 15 55 up and 17 00 
down Traralgon trains. These trains exchanged crews 
at Dandenong although there appeared to be no provi- 
sion made in the schedules (down train due 17 37, up 
at 1744). The down train departed Dandenong at 
17 49, and with N474-N471 on a light load of ACN- 
BRN-BN there followed a lively run east. Apart from a 
long stop at Berwick, where a joining passenger had a 
bicycle to be loaded into the van, all station stops were 
very short (but there were 50 passengers on the train). 
By Trafalgar the train was early. 


Schedule Actual 
Dandenong 17 37 17 48.59 
Narre Warren 17 55.10 
17 44 17 55.18 
Berwick 17 58.39 
17 48 18 00.22 
Beaconsfield 18 02.46 
1751 18 02.54 
Officer 18 06.28 
17 56 18 06.37 
Pakenham 18 11.33 
18 03 18 11.55 
Nar Nar Goon 18 17.10 
18 10 18 17.22 
Tynong 18 21.12 
18 14 18 21.23 
Garfield 18 24.39 
18 19 18 24.51 
Bunyip 18 28.27 
18.22 18 28.50 
Longwarry 18 32.30 
18.28 18 32.44 
Drouin 18 38.39 
18.36 18 38.58 
Warragul 18 44.54 
18 44 18 45.23 
Yarragon 18 53.17 
18 53 18 53.31 
Trafalgar 18 58.55 
19 00 18 59.10 


SUBURBAN AREA 


Lilydale goods: On Wed.14.10.87 the Lilydale goods 
was hauled by the unusual combination of B83-T410 
seen passing through Heatherdale on the down at 
04 55. N475 ran the goods on Fri.16.10.87 and again 
on Tues.20.10.87. 


Surrey Hills sightings: Nov.87 had even fewer trains. 
One had the feeling that each could be the last: 
Fri.6.11.87 at 0401 (N-7xVPCX), Tues.17.11.87 at 
03 51 (X-4xGY-8xVCPX), Tues.24.11.87 at 03 46 (X- 
3xGY-7xVPCX). December 87 still saw freight trains, 
but none ran during the suburban train strike: 
Tues.1.12.87 at 03 44 (N-GYs-VPCXs), Tues.8.12.87 
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at 0400 (X or X-Y or X-T) hauling 6-8 VPCXs, no 
GYs). 


St Kilda light rail: On Thurs.5.11.87 a test trip was 
worked over part of the line by pantograph equipped 
W2.533. The Melbourne Sun on Sat.14.11.87 showed a 
photograph of tram 264 running tests on the line in 
preparation for the official opening on Fri.20.11.87. On 
Sat.21.11.87 the St Kilda light rail was open, with free 
rides. Services continue to St Kilda beach as route 96. 

Missing from previous reports on the conversion to 
light rail has been the closure date for the railway 
which was Fri.31.7.87. 


Promotional trips: On Sun.29.11.87, V/Line ran pro- 
motional shuttle trips from Spencer St to Newport and 
St Albans, using two N sets with an N class loco at each 
end. Trips departed at 1100 (to St Albans), 12 05 
(Newport), 13 00 (St Albans), 1405 (Newport) and 
15 00 (St Albans). Stops were made at Footscray and 
Sunshine. Youngsters could meet ‘Father Christmas’ 
at Spencer St, and the new Tracks cafe and the tavern 
bar were open from 12 00. 


Swingdoor tour: On Sat.5.12.87, ElecRail ran a special 
tour featuring freshly-restored 107M. After speeches 
at Flinders St platform 1 west, the three car train 
(107M-208T-381M) ran to Sunshine, Lilydale and 
Dandenong. On Wed.2.12.87, to turn 107M, a special 
ran from Newport to Flinders St, then via the under- 
ground back to Newport. 

Port Melbourne light rail opens: The opening 
ceremony was on Fri.18.12.87, with free trips that 
afternoon and on Sat.19.12.87 working from the 
Spencer St crossover at Lonsdale St. 

Workmen’s huts: On Fri.30.10.87, X38 was in charge 
of a train of workmen’s huts seen passing through 
West Footscray at 1945. The huts were enroute to 
Wallan and Kilmore East. 

Multi block grain: On Sat.7.11.87 the 10 45 up block 
grain ex Seymour arrived at Sunshine at 12 44 behind 
X43-S311-T370-T358. After crossing A66 on the 
12 30 down Ballarat pass. and a crew change it departed 
for Geelong at 12 48. 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


If YOU are interested in Railways why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY — 
Victorian Division 


Write to the Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, GPO, Melbourne, 3001 


NEWSRAIL 


— 1517M- 854T- 670T -1565M-2502BT-2606T -1587M 


—1S14M- 803T- 860T -1515M- 534BT- 809T - 707 


Rollingstock 


Harris trains: Listed below are the Harris train con- 
sists as sighted in running up to and _ including 
Fri.27.11.87. They are: 

752M- 687T- 617T -1589M- 542BT- 610T -1577M 
1547M-2826T- 619T - 790M- 520BT- 649T - 745M 
1581M- 882T- 556T*- 734M- 507BT-2837T - 701M 


727M- 628T- 632T -1571M-2551BT-2825T - 702M 
762M-2843T-2612T -1504M- 554BT- 514T*-1507 


M 
M 
795M-2846T- 880T - 765M- S45BT- 625T - 757M 
1576M- 618T-2867T -1511M- 547BT- 681T - 737M 
1575M- 690T-2620T - 784M-2515BT-2850T -1583M 
724M-2607T- 660T - 748M- S511BT- 614T - 761M 
746M-2686T- 881T -1537M- 527BT- 875T - 785M 
All of the above sets were sighted on 27.11.87. There 
are about five more sets to be accounted for, roughly 
15 cars were in Jolimont Workshops being  re- 
marshalled on 27.11.87. 


Sets remarshalled: From November 1987, 4 and 5 car 


_S/Z sets have been remarshalled to have the BRS 
_ buffet carriage as car C instead of car B. This makes 


them non-standard with 3 car Z sets and with N sets, 
and forces the first class patrons to have a longer walk 


_to the buffet. 


_MetRail rail greaser: Former V/Line Matisa diesel 
_ powered track machine No.698 has been converted to 


apply grease on curved sections of suburban tracks in 
an effort to reduce rail and wheel wear. Although the 
faded yellow machine is still doubed with old V/Line 
logos, new sign writing identifies it as 6.56.002 Rail 
Greaser Vehicle, MTA. It has taken up residence in 
the former parcels coach dock siding at the west end of 


| platform 1, Flinders St. It supplements the Tait over- 
| head lubrication train which also has been adapted to 


squirt grease on the rails. 


CD vans: AN received a Christmas present from 
V/Line when CD3 and CD7 passenger brakevans on 
loan to V/Line were returned to ANR over the 


Christmas period. The vans were returned to Adelaide 
attached empty to the Overland. CD2 was still in the 
| passenger yard at Spencer St undergoing repairs before 
being returned. 


CP vans: 291CP was the first in revenue service on 
Fri.11.12.87 and 292CP was delivered from Ballarat on 
Wed.23.12.87 and was placed into service immediately. 
Consists using CP vans are the E and K set and as at 
Sun.27.12.87 they were: 291CP-AK1-2BK-BK1 and 
292CP-51AE-34BE-19BE-31BE. 


S cars: The conversion of these cars to ride on former 
Harris motor car bogies is almost complete with only 
four or five cars yet to be done. 


H sets: Fitting of Koni dampers to bogies of H cars is 
to commence in November 1987. It is expected that 


'these sets will be able to be lifted from 100 km/h to 


115 km/h when this project is complete (P class locos 


vare limited to 100 km/h but N class are allowed 115 


km/h. Both are equipped for head end power). 


Set N 7: This set has just been outshopped fitted with 
programmable logic controllers (PLCs). Each car in the 
set has a PLC which is linked to a central unit in the 
BRN. The system balances the electrical load of all 
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three cars and operates only sufficient alternators to 
meet that load. In general service in mild weather only 
one alternator is required and the other two can be 
shut down. The PLC cycles alternator use so all units 
on the train get equal use and automatically takes 
evasive action if any should be defective. The PLC also 
monitors alternator performance and provides fault 
identification, etc. 


EM100 Track Recorder Car: This sophisticated test 
car has been set up with radio test equipment to moni- 
tor signal direction and strength of the state wide train 
to base radio system. This was previously done using 
the Dynamometer car and portable test equipment. 


G class: G526 is now expected to be delivered late 
March this year. At this stage five (526-530) should be 
in service by the end of June 1988 while the remainder 
(531-536) will be delivered by February 1989. 


VHGY wagons: The order for 100 (now 102) bogie 
grain wagons is nearing completion with 87 in running 
by mid October and the remainder being turned out of 
Ballarat at the rate of one every two days. 


VFLX/VFLY wagons: The 99 wagons in this group 
are to commence being converted to VQLX container 
flats in the near future. The deck will remain in the 
centre of the wagon but end container positions will be 
skeletal. Tare is expected to be 23 tonnes (3 tonnes 
down from the parent wagon tare) and load 53 tonnes. 
20 VFTY timber wagons formerly used for Orbost line 
timber are to be similarly converted. Ten VFTY will 
remain for the time being. 


VCCX (formerly VOSX) coil wagons: Five of these 
wagons were destroyed in a derailment on the Trans 
line in 1986. In an interesting move AN have con- 
verted five AOBX wagons to VCCX to replace them, 
an action that is thought to be unique up to now. 


Wagons concerned are: 

VCCX 3 from AOBX 536 
VCCX 6 from AOBX 567 
VCCX 7 from AOBX 529 
VCCX 12 from AOBX 505 
VCCX 21 from AOBX 520 


Four wheel fleet: The four wheel wagon fleet has con- 
tinued to shrink rapidly since Wed.1.7.87 (see 
rollingstock listing in Newsrail, October 1987 issue). 
The main types left in service, with their status as at 
mid October 1987 is shown below: 


Wagon Description 1.7.87 Mid Oct. Change 


G general open 798 469 —329 
GY Proofed open 1790 930 — 860 
GH grain hopper 720 629 —91 
L sheep van 82 715 —7 
M cattle van 71 71 0 
KMQ _ container flat 300 297 —3 
J bulk cement 67 67 0 
P explosives van 24 17 —7 

3852 2555 1297 


All L, M and many of the other types are awaiting 
repair or stowed so the operational numbers of the 
above wagons would be closer to 1700. 
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Works 


WEEKLY NOTICES; 41/87 - 45/87: 


Alumatta: On Thurs.22.10.87, home signal post 
No.30/10 was converted to an automatic signal with 
the same post number. (WN 42/87) 


Ballarat ‘‘D’’? Box: On Tues.27.10.87, rotating red 
lights were installed at the Gillies St interlocked gates. 
(WN 43/87) 


Barnawartha: On Fri.13.11.87, the down distant sig- 
nal post No.1, controlled by lever No.1 was converted 
to motor operation. (WN 45/87) 


Birchip: On Thurs.5.11.87, the up home arrival signal 
bia aa to the opposite side of the track. (WN 
45/87 


Bowser: On Thurs.22.10.87, home signal post Nos. 
31/6 and 31/8 were converted to automatic signals, 
retaining the same post numbers. (WN 42/87) 


Brighton Beach: On Sun.25.10.87, signal post No.15 
ny: eae 86 metres in an up direction. (WN 
43/87 


Broadmeadows: On Fri.16.10.87, home signal post 
Nos.BME/2 and BME/4 were converted to automatic 
signals retaining the same numbers. (WN 42/87) 


Cope Cope: On Wed.21.10.87, the up and down home 
arrival signals and all associated operating quadrant 
levers and plunger locking were abolished. Large type 
staff locks were provided on the up and down end 
main line points. Until the catch points in No.2 track 
are available for service, scotch blocks were provided at 
each end of No.2 track. (WN 43/87) 


Curyo: On Mon.19.10.87, the up and down home 
arrival signals and all associated operating quadrant 
levers and plunger locking were abolished. Miniature 
type staff locks were provided on the up and down end 
main line points. Until the catch points are available for 
service, scotch blocks were provided at each end of 
No.2 track. (WN 43/87) 


Epping: The track at Epping between structures 666 
and 693 was slewed into a new alignment with the 
commissioning of the new platform. The 1500 volt 
overhead wiring has been commissioned for the single 
line section between structures 666 and 693 thereby 
enabling electric trains to use the down platform and 
single line beyond Epping. 1500 volt wiring has also 
been placed above the turnout at structure 683 and the 
up platform road. (WN 41/87) 


Glenroy: On Tues.13.10.87, up home signal post No.3 
was converted to an automatic signal and renumbered 
E532. The signal control panel was also abolished. 
(WN 42/87) 


Lal Lal: On Wed.21.10.87, the points leading to No.3 
track were abolished pending removal of the track- 
work. (WN 43/87) 


Langi Logan: On Wed.21.10.87, the up end (Portland 
end) staff locked points were abolished. (WN 43/87) 


Laverton: On Sun.25.10.87, No.3 crossover points 
yee oe 108 metres in an up direction. (WN 
7 
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Mangalore: On Thurs.22.10.87, home signal post 
No.MGE2 and MGE4 were converted to automatic 
signals, retaining the same post numbers. (WN 42/87) 


Maribyrnong River goods line (Footscray Goods): 
Commencing Mon.19.10.87, the Maribyrnong River 
goods line will be worked under siding conditions. The 
automatic electric staff system was abolished and the 
instruments located at South Kensington signal box 
and . Footscray goods office were withdrawn. (WN 
42/87 


Melton - Ballan: On Sat.17.10.87, the following 
alterations took effect: 
1. The electric staff system between Melton - 
Parwan Loop and Parwan Loop - Bacchus Marsh 
was withdrawn. 


2. The automatic and track control system was 
introduced on the single line sections Melton - 
Parwan Loop and Parwan Loop - Bacchus Marsh. 


3. The points and Signals at Parwan Loop are 
remotely controlled from Bacchus Marsh. 


4. Telephone cabins were provided at each end of 
Parwan Loop. The telephones are connected to 
the train controller and the pilot keys for the single 
line sections on each side of Parwan Loop were 
provided in the telephone cabin. 


5. The other pilot keys for the single line sections are 
located in the signal boxes at Melton and Bacchus 
Marsh. 

6. The down starting (light) signal post No.6 at 
Melton was converted to a three position home 
departure signal and renumbered post No.11. The 
up distant signal, post No.8 at Melton was 
abolished and replaced by an up three position 
automatic signal, post No.A394. 

7. The down repeating signal at Parwan Loop was 
converted to a three position automatic signal 
A427. The up repeating signal, post No.A478 at 
Parwan Loop was abolished. 


8. Up. home signal post Nos.10 and 12 and down 
home signal post Nos.30 and 32 at Parwan Loop 
were converted to three position home signals and 
when at the proceed position will display the 
following aspects: 

Signal No.10 — Clear normal speed 

Signal No.12 — Clear medium speed 

Signal No.30 — Clear normal speed or normal 
speed warning 

Signal No.32 — Clear medium speed or normal 
speed warning 

The clear normal and clear medium aspects on 

Signals Nos.30 and 32 will only apply provided all 

down Signals at Bacchus Marsh are at proceed. 

9. Up and down arrival clearing boards were located 
365 metres and 396 metres respectively from the 
home arrival signals at each end of Parwan Loop. 

10. A new down home arrival signal post No.11 was 
installed at Bacchus Marsh and is controlled by 
lever No.1. The fixed down distant signal at Bac- | 
chus Marsh was abolished. 

11. The up starting post No.2D at Bacchus Marsh was 
converted to a three position Home departure sig- 
nal and renumbered post No.17. (WN 42/87) 
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Merri - Thornbury: On Sun.8.11.87, the following 

alterations took effect: 

1. The signal boxes and interlocking machines at 
Merri and Northcote were abolished. 

2. The signal lever controls on automatic signal 
Nos.T219, T1222, T249 and T252 were removed. 

3. The boom barriers and pedestrian barriers at 
Charles St (Merri) and Arthurton Rd (Northcote) 
level crossings will work automatically for up and 
down movements. 

4. The train number transmitter was relocated from 
Merri to Bell. 

5. Express and stopping selection push buttons were 
provided at Bell. 


North Creswick: On Thurs.5.11.87, the following 

alterations took effect: 

1. The main line staff locked points leading to the 
Allendale line were abolished. 


2. The ground frame and up home signal from the 
Allendale line post No.1 were abolished. 


3. The electric staff working between Creswick and 
North Creswick was abolished. 


| 4. The staff master key and pilot staff for North 
Creswick was abolished. (WN 44/87) 


North Shore: On Tues.20.10.87, the Phosphate siding 
| was abolished. (WN 42/87) 


Parwan Loop: The up and down home departure sig- 
| nals, post Nos.12 and 32 respectively at Parwan Loop 
have a provided with illuminated 65 figures. (WN 
43/87 


Port Melbourne Line: On Sat.10.10.87, the 1500 volt 
overhead wiring on the Port Melbourne line was taken 
out of commission pending the removal of wiring bet- 
ween Flinders St Station and structure 58, and conver- 
_ sion of the remainder for light rail vehicle operations. 
On Sun.11.10.87, the Flinders St - Port Melbourne line 
was closed for passenger traffic. Until the interlocked 
connections at Flinders St are removed and for opera- 
| tional purposes the running of Special trains between 
| Flinders St and Port Melbourne will be worked under 
siding conditions. Points No.MON819(D) were con- 
verted to a WSA lever, Points No.MON819(U) were 
| spiked reverse and Points No.MON821(U) were 
spiked normal. All other signals, points, boom barriers 
and flashing light signals on the down side of signal 
post No.930 (Flinders St) were abolished. Signal post 
No.930 will remain operational. (WN 41/87) 


Spencer St No.1 Signal Box: On Thurs.5.11.87, the 

following alterations took effect: 

1. Closing lever No.50 was provided. 

2. The circuits on dwarf signals Nos.12, 48 and 53 

were altered so that a proceed aspect may be dis- 
played simultaneously on all three signals on the 
operation of No.50 closing lever. 

3. The right hand blade of No.43 compound points 
was converted to hand operation. (WN 44/87) 


| Shepparton: On Wed.21.10.87, flashing light signals 
were brought into service at Fords Rd level crossing 
(186.7 km). The operation of the flashing lights is 
automatic for all up and down movements. A 
telephone connected to the station service was pro- 
vided at the crossing. 
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Note: Yellow whistle posts were provided, indicating 
that the crossing is fitted with a healthy state indication. 
This indication is a red flashing light mounted on the 
top of a convenient mast at the level crossing. Its 
operation indicates to train crews that the operating 
systems are satisfactory. Its absence indicates that the 
attention of the signalling and communications super- 
visor is required even if the flashing lights are still 
operating. (WN 42/87) 


Tallarook: On Thurs.22.10.87, home signal post 
No.TLK 10 was converted to an automatic signal 
retaining the same post number. (WN 42/87) 


Thornbury - Bell: On Sun.18.10.87 the following 

alterations took effect: 

1. The double line block system between Thornbury 
and Bell was abolished and replaced by three posi- 
tion automatic signalling. 

2. Signal Post Nos.3, 4, 5, 6 (Thornbury), 7 and 9 
(Oakover Rd level crossing) were abolished. 

3. Automatic signals, T310, T330 and T315 were 
brought into service. 

4. Automatic signals T315 and T330 are controlled by 
the gatekeeper, Oakover Rd. 

5. The double line block system will remain in force 
between Bell and Reservoir. 

6. Signalling diagram No.39/87 was cancelled and sig- 
nalling diagram No.47/87 (Northcote to Epping) 
became effective. (WN 42/87) 


Tongala: On Wed.14.10.87, the following alterations 

took effect: 

1. The mechanical down home arrival and departure 
signals were abolished. 

2. The up end plunger locked points were converted 
to staff locked points. 

3. A down location board was provided 400 metres in 
the up direction from the up end points. 

4. The signal quadrants and push button on the plat- 
form were abolished. 

5. A quadrant lever to operate the up home arrival 
signal and a 5P key switch to operate the down 
starting (light) signal were provided at the down 
end of the platform. 

6. A staff/annett key exchange apparatus was pro- 
vided near the points leading to Nestle’s siding. 

Note: Exchanging the staff for the annett key will pre- 

vent unnecessary operations of the flashing light sig- 

nals at the Kyabram Rd level crossing. 


ARHS RAILWAY MUSEUM 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 


Public Holidays: 2 - 5 p.m. 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month February—November 
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Wattle Glen: On Wed.28.10.87, boom barrier signals 
were brought into service at Wilson Rd level crossing. 
The operation of the boom barriers is automatic for all 
up and down trains. A 5P key switch was provided at 
the down end of Wattle Glen platform to allow down 
automatic signal ‘A’ to be placed to the stop position 
should a down train be required to be held in the plat- 
form. A telephone connected to the station service line 
was provided at the crossing. (WN 43/87) 


WORKS AND SERVICES 


Dudley St car maintenance depot: This major project 
is rapidly taking shape with concreting, steel and clad- 
ding works well under way. Provision of services 
(electrical, fire, etc.) is due to follow and it is expected 
that the complex will be commissioned in December 
1988. 


Country car servicing facilities: Complementary car 
servicing facilities are to be established at selected 
country stabling locations. Facilities at Geelong are 
programmed for completion this financial year. Pro- 
posals are being developed for work at Traralgon, 
Seymour, Bendigo, Ballarat, Kyneton and Bacchus 
Marsh. 


Echuca bridge (as at October): Work on this major 
project is racing ahead. Piling and substructures on 
approach piers is complete and work is progressing on 
piling for the river piers. Precast beams for the 
approach spans are beginning to appear on site. The 
main river span will be cast in situ. Five bridges on the 
Deniliquin line have been lifted to ‘main line’ standard 
as have three on the Moulamein line. The contractor 
has completed substructure of six other bridges and is 
working on the remaining two. Spans for these bridges 
are coming from the Mansfield line and are being 
reconditioned at Bendigo Workshops. These spans are 
expected to be placed starting early 1988. 


Dartmoor bridge: The contract has been let for 
reconstruction of this bridge with work commencing 
during September 1987. Completion is scheduled-for 
July 1988. Ten main spans have been delivered to.site 
from the former Sandy Creek viaduct near Tallangatta 
in North East Victoria. 


Tocumwal bridge: The new road bridge at Tocumwal 
is due to open in the near future. Work will then be 
able to go ahead on strengthening the existing bridge to 
allow normal ‘main line’ axle loading into Tocumwal 
station. This project should be complete by June 1988. 


Station upgrading: At long last Geelong station is to 
be upgraded to contemporary standards. Work is to 
commence in the near future and is to be complete by 
late 1988. 

Design work for upgrading Bendigo station is to be 
undertaken during 1988. 


Track maintenance catch up: This project still has 
four years to run. Major works still to be done includes 
points and crossing renewals, welding and ballast 
cleaning/renewal. 

The mobile flashbutt welder has largely replaced 
Thermit welding for continuous (production) applica- 
tions. In recent months both tracks between 
Pakenham and Bunyip have been continuously welded 
as has the down line Yarragon to Trafalgar and up line 
from there to Moe. The Bunyip - Yarragon section will 
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be done as part of the power signalling project, while 
the remaining work between Yarragon and Moe will be 
finished later. The flashbutt welder moved to Kilmore 
East late October and has started on the up line 
Kilmore East to Seymour. 

The ballast cleaner spent its first month working 
near Rochester and has now moved to the Bendigo line 
where 40 track kms have to be done in total. Initial 
work is being concentrated on the down line between 
Gisborne and Woodend and between Kyneton and 
Elphinstone. 


Level crossing protection: Three crossings in the | 
Brooklyn area are to be upgraded to boom barriers dur- 
ing the first half of 1988. The crossings are Francis St, 
Kernot St and Somerville Rd. Broadford Rd Wallan 
(Lightwood) is also to get booms in 1988. 


Seymour: Work on the upgrading of the booking area 
was complete by November 1987. New toilets were not 
included in this project. Rationalisation of the 
elaborately-signalled yard is promised in the near 
future. 


Sale signals: Further to July p.220, noted at Sale on 
Sat.28.3.87 were signals awaiting erection. Three 
searchlight signals (two down and one up) and annett- 
aa nee points were brought into service on 
19.5.87. 


Hillside (Stratford - Bairnsdale): A loop siding for 
the Road Construction Authority has been built on the 
site of this closed station. 


East Camberwell: During June the remains of the 
fire-damaged building on the island platform were 
removed. A raised garden bed has been built over the 
area. 


SIGNALLING, SAFEWORKING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 


Bunyip - Yarragon: (power signalling project). Ten- 
ders closed late October 1987. It is'‘anticipated work will 
commence early in 1988 and be completed by mid 
1988. Power signalling will then be continuous from 
Melbourne to Morwell including two single track sec- 
tions. 


Ballarat Line: (ATC to replace electric staff). Melton 
to Bacchus Marsh (including Parwan Loop) was com- 
missioned late October 1987. Ballan to Warrenheip 
(including Bungaree Loop) was commissioned early | 
December 1987. When completed electric staff will 
only remain between Rockbank and Melton on this 
line. Remote control loops, 1650 metres clear, will 
exist at Parwan and Bank Box controlled from Bacchus 
Marsh, and Bungaree controlled from Warrenheip. 

Provision of power signalling from Rockbank to 
Melton (including remote control of Rockbank from 
Sunshine) is programmed for the current financial 
year, including switch out facilities for Melton. 


Barnawartha: No.1 (platform) track has been 
removed, crossings now being done via the somewhat 
longer No.3 track. Switch out facilities were completed 
late November 1987, so that the normal section will 
become Springhurst-Wodonga. 


Chiltern: works are now complete and Chiltern is now 
a wayside platform without sidings (but still with a 
passenger service). 
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Violet Town: will have switch out facilities, in conjunc- 
tion with automtic operation of the boom barriers for 
broad gauge trains, by February 1988. 


Longwood: is to be altered in a similar manner to Bar- 
nawartha later in 1988 and given switch out facilities. 

‘Permanent’ staff stations on the North East main 
will then be Mangalore, Avenel, Euroa, Benalla, 
Wangaratta, Springhurst and Wodonga. 

Further down the track a major rearrangement of 
the Seymour - Mangalore area is programmed for 
completion in 1989. The junction single to double track 
near the Goulburn River is to be rearranged to provide 
a straight run for down trains, both platforms will be 
signalled for two way running and the North East/ 


_ Goulburn Valley junction will be moved to a site just 
beyond Seymour Loco. Parallel single tracks (as far as 


Mangalore) will then exist from Seymour to Avenel 
(North East) and Nagambie (Goulburn Valley). 


Benalla: is also to be rationalised but this is lower on 
the priority list and will not be complete until mid to 
late 1989. 


The Ballarat - Ararat line is to be simplified so that 
Trawalla and Buangor become the only two intermedi- 
ate crossing loops. Ballast formerly handled at Winder- 
mere is now loaded on the former Skipton line near 
Linton Junction, thus removing any reason to switch 


| in Windermere (Burrumbeet is only 3-4 minutes 


away). 


Murtoa: is to be provided with a switch locked turnout 
at the up end of Marmalake (2 km on the up side of 
Murtoa) to allow grain trains direct access to and from 
the grain terminal. At present grain trains have to 


‘Dela ys 


No.8043 down Swan Hill pass.: On both Mon.16.9 
and Mon.23.11.87 the 17 45 down Swan Hill pass. had 
its share of problems. On Mon.16.11.87 the train 
engine failed at Diggers Rest and 2xP class locos were 
sent from Kyneton to rescue the train. The P class 
locos hauled the train through to Swan Hill in what is 
believed to be the first time that this class of loco has 
operated a passenger train to Swan Hill. The train was 
sighted passing through Eaglehawk 2 hours behind 
schedule. On the following Mon.23.11.87, the pass. 
was an hour late leaving Spencer St, presumably 


| because of storm damage in the metropolitan area. The 


train was routed via the independent goods line to 
Sunshine. 


Warracknabeal derailment: On Thurs.5.11.87 the 
Beulah — Portland block grain train was derailed at the 
Kelsall St level crossing after colliding with a road vehi- 
cle. T388-T348-VHGY856-VHGY85-VHGY399- 
VHGY354-VHGY96-VHGY56 all came off the rails 


| with T348 rerailing itself. The train crew were taken to 


hospital and treated for cuts and bruises and released 
after observation. The CFA attended and plugged a 
ruptured fuel tank on T388. Rerailing commenced on 
Fri.6.11.87. 
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propel from Marmalake to Murtoa (or vice versa) 
including crossing a road half way. 


Hamilton: is to be provided with a standard Portland 
line trailable turnout crossing loop in conjunction with 
yard simplification. Safeworking will then become 
quite independent of the station being based on the 
‘self service’ system of automatic electric staff working 
used elsewhere on this line. 


Castlemaine: is to be completely reorganised in a pro- 
ject due for completion by late 1988. The down plat- 
form will be signalled for two way operation so that all 
passenger trains can use the recently upgraded main 
Station building. A crossover at the up end (facing) and 
down end (trailing) will be provided to achieve this. A 
further facing crossover will be provided at the down 
end to allow grain trains heading toward Maryborough 
access to down line. The branch will junction at the up 
end to allow the up and down main lines to be used to 
cross branch trains when required. Thomsons siding 
will remain. 


Spencer St: South End signal box (on 3/4 platform) is 
to be replaced by a panel in No.1 box within two years. 
This box is in poor condition and represents a signifi- 
cant obstruction and eyesore on one of the main inter- 
city arrival and departure platforms. 


Melbourne yard: The hump was placed permanently 
out of use on Sat.26.9.87. A, B and C balloons are out 
of use, as is the West yard. The East yard is used for 
storage, D balloon for repairs and dock traffic, Centre 
yard for departures (and some arrivals) and the South 
yard mainly for dock traffic. The arrival yard continues 
in use for the time being. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


RAILWAY PICTURE 
POSTCARDS 


by Maurice Bray 


A comprehensive survey of a little known aspect of the 
vast commercial enterprise of the world’s railways. 400 
illustrations, 240 pages, hard cover. 


$49.00 includes postage and packing. 
Credit Cards welcome. 


Write to: Free Post No. 6 (no stamp required) 


Red Heart S irs, 
BED P.O. Box 1013, 
HEART 


Alice Springs, N.T. 5750. 
Telephone (089) 52 3128 
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Taildisc 


When is a railway not a railway? In recent issues, 
Newsrail has carried reports on the conversion of the 
St Kilda and Port Melbourne lines into ‘Light Rail’ 
lines. This issue records the opening of both lines as 
such. While the name implies a railway and the routes, 
in part, are those of former railways, should Newsrail 
continue to treat them as railways? It would seem not. 
Being operated by the Met’s Tram and Bus Division, 
obviously they are considered to be a tramway; a sub- 
ject not covered by Newsrail. It would be inconsistant 
to report on only two of Melbourne’s tramway routes. 


While on the subject of consistancy, if Newsrail is 
not going to report the Met’s tramway (and bus) 
operations, should V/Line’s road operations continue 
to be reported? It could be argued that V/Line buses 
are an alternative form of passenger service and 
therefore should be reported. However the same can 
be said of the Met and the two authorities should be 
similarly reported in Newsrail. Readers comments on 
this subject are invited as the Newsrail Committee will 
be establishing a firm policy in the near future. 


Corrections: 

Mar.87, p.84, Overland: In the consist for 22.12, 
Nomuidi should read Noumidi. 

July 87, p.206, para 1: In the consist, SH25 should read 
125BCH. SH25 is the identification of the 3 car set 
125BCH-145BH-165BTH. 

Aug.87, p.246, Missing door: The reference to Sydney 
Central is incorrect as the platforms used by the 
intrastate and interstate trains are referred to as 
Sydney Terminal. Sydney Central refers to the 
suburban platforms. 

Aug.87, p.246, Long Express: The Sydney Express 
departs at 20 00, not 20 20 as stated. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Bellbrakes, Bullocks and Bushmen: by M. J. Carthy. 
Is an excellent book worthy of purchase. Detailing the 
maze of timber tramways around Gembrook the book 
is not only well researched and illustrated but has what 
the majority of railway books lack — a tangible cord to 
the personalities. The drivers, owners of the tramways 
and the officials of the Victorian Railway. 

The amusing and often Pathos life of the individuals 
is a part of the book that is often lacking in other pub- 
lications where the flat emphasis is on rivets and clos- 
ing dates. Not since the untimely death of the late John 
Thomas has a book combined good research and con- 
sistant interest in the people involved in the running of 
a rail system. 

The book is well presented detailing the opening, 
working and closures (sometimes due to bush fires) of 
the timber mills and tramways. It is well illustrated 
throughout its 106 pages, having 70 photographs, 18 
maps, surveyors plans and a 3 colour fold out district 
map showing locations. 

To illustrate the depth of information and one of the 
strengths of the book — its detailing of the per- 
sonalities, two paragraphs readily come to mind. In the 
first the author discusses one of the drivers who not 
only had the ability to grease the flanges of the locomo- 
tives whilst in motion but horrify onlookers by sanding 
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the rails from the front. His real party piece though was 
his practise of ‘‘abandoning ship’? — but you’d have to 
read the book to find out what that entailed. 


The second paragraph which comes to mind details 
how a gang of enthusiastic timber mill employees took 
the law into their own hands connecting their line to 
the VR line at Gembrook station. Car loads of VR 
officials came and went but the connection stayed. 

Bellbrakes, Bullocks and Bushmen is an excellent 
book for the rail enthusiast and general public alike. It 
is not a book to be kept on the bookshelf, it is very 
much the kind of book you pick up to reread on a rainy 
day. 

The book retails at $23.95 in hard covered A4 size 
[29.7 x 21.0 cms] and is presented by the Light Railway 
Research Society of Australia. Copies are available 
from most bookshops but failing that for an extra 
$2.50 post and packaging copies can be obtained from 
the Society at 27 Verbena Avenue, The Basin, 3154. 
JINB 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your Advertisement: Use block letters, 
include full name, address and phone number, and 
cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Adver- 
tising Editor, Peter Silva, GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 
20th of each month. All advertisers are advised to read 
the Advertising Conditions before placing any adver- 
tisement as they contain an indemnity from the 
advertiser. Copies are available on request. 


Charges: A minimum of $3.00 per entry per month 
for up to 6 lines. If more than 6 lines are required a 
surcharge of 50 cents per line applies. 


WANTED KNOWN 


Yarra Valley Tourist Railway. New members urgently 
needed to get us on the track. Lots of jobs to be done. 
Reasonable membership rates. Line runs Coldstream - 
Yarra Glen - Healesville. Phone (03) 873 3117 or write to 
Secretary, Healesville Railway Co-Operative Ltd, 13 
Centre Road, Vermont, Victoria, 3133. 


Join Public Transport Users’ Association to help us 
campaign for better Public Transport services in 
Melbourne, Country Victoria and Interstate. Regular 
monthly meetings. $6 annual contribution covers 
subscription to “Transit News & Views” or $10 gives 2 
years. Please send your cheque, etc., to Treasurer PTUA, 
76 Grandview Grove, Rosanna 3084 (Telephone 
Melbourne (03) 45 2776 — David Bowd). 


LOST AND FOUND 


If any reader would have 2 rolls of negatives, from Wal 
Larsen Archives, of the last Steam Trains Wangaratta - 
Moyhu, and Moe - Erica lines, would the person please 
contact Robert Lilburn, (053) 67 1708. 
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CHINA TOUR! 


24 days from $3486 

Departures 26 February, 20 May, 2 September 
Beijing © Harbin e Jiamusi © Qiqihar 

Datong ® Taiyuan e Xian 

tolling stock production, maintenance plants 

busy coal-train terminal 

narrow- gauge forestry steam trains 

@ shunting yards 


fi See and photograph majestic Victory, Advance, Construction, 
Liberation, Leap Forward or Long March locos — marvel at the i 
Hl terracotta entombed warriors — wander through the i 


fl 1500-year old Yungang Grottoes. Mi 
i Encounter the steam of the dragon with the Manchurian "I! 
Uy specialists, BDE. sole Australian agents of U 
B Harbin International Travel Bureau e oN 
| Please send more information on: SI 

CA | 
| steam photography computer mes “AG 
i motor bike bushwalk tours. I 
| 


Black Dragon Encounters PO Box 945 Belconnen ACT 2616 t 
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Transport House 
589 Collins Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 


Telephone 
03-619 4567 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


@ We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales. 
Shinohara Track and Accessories. 


Lima Railways HO and OO scales. 

Hornby Railways OO scale. 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories. 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits. 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia. 


CALL IN AND BROWSE AROUND 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BROWSING 
8.45 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 8.45 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 


Wels HNCUNE SEED 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


-= 


Fs a i OER a ERPS Ga, 
‘BRANCH LINE . 
P10 CES ERD CR eo eT eee 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 817 3241 
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RAILWAY VIDEOTAPES 


All duplicated from Broadcast Standard Masters 


POWER PARADE 


V/Line have produced a video featuring all the motive power used by the Victorian Railways 
from the beginning through to V/Line's new 'N' Class diesel electrics. Narrated by Bruce McLean. 


63 minutes, black and white/colour, hi-fi sound, $39.95 


STREAMLINERS OF YESTERYEAR 


A kaleidoscope of rare colour footage from the U.S. railroads ‘streamliner’ era of the 1930s. 
Highlights include historic locos at the New York Worlds Fair in 1939, NYC ‘Mercury’ and other 
named trains with steam haulage. Early diesels, gas electrics and Chicago interurbans. 


28 minutes colour, hi-fi sound, $39.95 


VIDEO 


RETURN TO BLUE RIDGE 


Nick Lera's production of the return of Norfolk and Western's ‘A’ Class No. 1218 2-6-6-4 
articulated ‘mallet’. Now the most powerful steam locomotive operating in the world, No. 1218 
is seen on test runs, parallel running with ‘J’ 4-8-4 No. 611 and doubleheading on a 25 coach 
train. 


50 minutes colour, hi-fi sound, $49.95 


COMING SOON 


%& COMMUTING BY CABLE 
— Melbourne's cable trams including rare colour footage. 


% WORLD'S FAIR DAYLIGHT 
— Southern Pacific's 4449 in action from Portland, Oregon to the 
New Orleans World's Fair. 
%& RAILWAY WONDERS OF THE WORLD Parts 1 and 2 
% CAHON PASS 
%& TEHACHAPI LOOP 


Dealers: The Railfan Shop Engine Shed 
Southern Cross Video Train World 
Buffer Stop Hobby Line 


Trade Enquiries: Box 4810, Mail Centre, Melbourne, 3001 
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